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Witching hour
Chris Bohjalian’s latest digs into 
a dark corner of New England’s 
Puritan past. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Title season
The playoffs opened this week, 
and the VUHS track team ran to 
fi ve wins. See Sports, Pages 1B-4B. 

Finger lickin’
Chicken barbecue season is here. 
See what the Lions cooked up this 
Memorial Day on Page 6B.

Vergennes-area towns eye use of pandemic funding

(See Vergennes, Page 14A)

7 women, 7 years, mission accomplished
Yarn & Yoga bids farewell to Bristol, paves the way for a new generation

(See Bristol, Page 17A)

40 years on,
Lawrence
leaves FCS
All about the kids 
for school staffer 

A new homeless
challenge ahead
End of hotel stays will cut many loose

(See Homeless, Page 16A)

(See Lawrence, Page 11A)

College caps ‘watershed’ year
Pandemic commencement celebrates connections to Vermont

(See Graduation, Page 15A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — A city sewer system 

upgrade, broadband expansion and records 
digitization are among possibilities as offi cials 
in Vergennes and its neighboring towns 
begin to look how to use the collective total 
of roughly $2.3 million they will receive in 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.

Congress passed that federal $1.9 trillion act 
earlier this year, and it included $19.53 billion 
for local government use. 

Those funds will be paid to local 
communities over the next fi ve years. Towns 
have until the end of 2024 to fi nalize plans for 
using the money under still evolving federal 
guidelines, and must use it by 2026.

In general, federal guidelines — not all of 
which apply to rural Vermont communities — 
state the funding can:

• Support public health expenditures, by
funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical 
expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain 
public health and safety staff;

• Address negative economic impacts

caused by the public health emergency, 
including economic harms to workers, 
households, small businesses, impacted 
industries, and the public sector;

• Provide premium pay for essential
workers, offering additional support to those 
who have borne and will bear the greatest 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — After a seven-year 

run, the seven women partners 
who founded Yarn & Yoga and 
built it into a vital downtown 
Bristol business and community 
hub are passing the torch to a new 

generation.
With the purchase of Yarn 

& Yoga’s assets, which was 
offi cially completed on Tuesday, 
Ashley Randazzo, 33, and 
Greyson Ursick, 32, most 
recently of Wisconsin, became 

the youngest yarn store owners in 
New England.

Their business, Hermit Thrush 
Fiber Co., will operate in the 
same space as Yarn & Yoga — 
25a Main Street. Though they 
won’t be hosting yoga, they’ll be 

looking to preserve the aspects 
of Yarn & Yoga that were most 
beloved in the community.

Yarn & Yoga served its last 
customer this past Friday. On 
Saturday, the Independent sat 

SEVEN YEARS AGO these seven women partnered to form Yarn & Yoga in downtown Bristol, and together they built the store into a 
vibrant community hub. This month they passed the torch to a couple from Wisconsin. Pictured from left are (front row) Mary McGuire, 
Janet Chill, Diane Corey, Anne Wallace; (back row) Karen McEachen, Laurie Lowy and Elissa Cobb.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Under 

normal circumstances, Anne 
Heather — who is homeless — 
wouldn’t have the wherewithal 
to stay even one night at the 
Courtyard By Marriott Hotel.

She recently marked her one-year 
anniversary as an accidental guest 
at the Middlebury hotel, courtesy 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the state of Vermont.

Anne Heather arrived at the 
Marriott on May 12, 2020. She 

was among dozens of homeless 
individuals and families who could 
no longer be accommodated in 
conventional shelters due to the 
prospect of coronavirus contagion 
in congregate settings.

Though now lodged in a nice 
hotel, Anne Heather isn’t living the 
life of a tourist.

She’s in recovery (three years 
sober), is estranged from her 
family, suffers from depression, 
and lives — by her own admission 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — One of 

the most remarkable things 
about Middlebury College’s 
219th Commencement Saturday 
afternoon was the way it felt less 

like a triumph over COVID-19 
— though by any measure it was 
— and more like a celebration of 
Vermont.

“I don’t think I realized how 
lucky we were to call these Green 

Mountains home,” said Student 
Commencement Speaker Nathan 
Gunesch, who hails from the tiny 
village of Government Camp, 
Oregon. “On a foggy morning the 
clouds veil the base of these hills 
as if the trees themselves were 
exhaling.”

Gunesch paid tribute to the 
feelings and sensations of Vermont 
during his Middlebury years, like 
the smell of the wood smoke from 
the hearth at American Flatbread, 
the taste of a “crisp apple straight 
off the tree at Happy Valley 
Orchard,” and in spring “the 
surprising warmth of sunbathing 
at Lake Dunmore on a 50-degree 
afternoon,” all of which felt “like 
being a part of something that 
extends beyond the borders of our 
campus.”

“Today I hope we all feel that 
Vermont tastes like a maple 
creemee,” he said.

All four recipients of honorary 
degrees from Middlebury this year 
are from Vermont.

John Derick, who coordinated 
maintenance of the Trail Around 
Middlebury for 30 years and 
volunteered with the Middlebury 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — When 

Ferrisburgh Central School 
students have arrived almost every 
morning over the past 40 years, 
a familiar face has greeted them 
— FCS administrative assistant 
Loretta Lawrence. 

Lawrence won’t be fulfi lling 
that role — one of many in what 
might fairly be called a fl exible 
job description, and one that is 
probably her favorite — for much 
longer.

Lawrence, now 70, will 
step away from Ferrisburgh’s 
elementary school at the end of this 
academic year after serving three 

The state is inching closer 
to Phase 4 of its “Vermont 
Forward Plan,” representing a 
further loosening of COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions. As of 
this writing, Vermont was 
only around 12,000 citizen 
vaccinations short of achieving 
the 80% mark of the total 
population vaccinated that 
is needed to trigger Phase 4. 
Under Phase 4 vaccinated 
citizens can go about their 
business without masks. There 

ADDISON COUNTY NATIVE and acclaimed playwright, composer 
and musician Anaïs Mitchell gives the Middlebury College 
Commencement address from the stage at Robison Hall in the 
Mahaney Arts Center this past Saturday.

FOLLOWING COVID-19 SOCIAL distancing guidelines, graduating Middlebury College seniors spread 
out across six venues for the college’s commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 29.

Photos by Brett Simison/Middlebury College
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SUPER POCKETED COIL™ SPRINGS
THE GOLD STANDARD IN UNDISTURBED REST.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $839
     Full Set ........... $879
      Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set ................. $999

BRS900™

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $1919
    Full Set ............ $2249
   Queen Set ............ $2399
 King Set ................. $3039

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1619
    Full Set ............ $1949
    Queen Set ........... $2099  
King Set ................. $2739

  

C-CLASS™

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2419
   Full Set ........... $2749
      Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set ............... $3839

 
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
FIRM AND PLUSH

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2149
    Full Set ............ $2459
    Queen Set ........... $2599
  King Set ................ $3199

1-800-261-WOOD
388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Please visit OtterCreekBakery.com for 
a full list of pastries, cookies & cakes. 
We can also arrange to have 
cookies sent to your loved ones!  
Call 802-388-3371
 OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

We have fresh pastries, 
cookies and cakes every day!

Ask us about delivery to Bristol, Vergennes, and Middlebury!

TUES-WED 7AM-3PM, THURS-FRI-SAT 7AM-4:30PMNEW 
HOURS

NOWHIRING

solitary life fi lled with crocheting 
and television.

But she’s already developed 
deep feelings about the community 
that has given her refuge.

“I love Middlebury,” she said.
Anne Heather and around 60 

other homeless hotel-motel guests 
in the Middlebury area will soon 
learn whether the town will 
become a more permanent home, 
or another temporary landing 
spot in a nomadic life marked by 
sofa surfi ng, shelter stays and lost 
apartments.

As the Addison Independent 
went to press, state offi cials were 
working on new eligibility criteria 
for homeless people seeking an 
extension — beyond the end of this 
month — of their pandemic-related 
hotel-motel subsidy. Foresta 
Castañeda, transitional housing 
coordinator with WomenSafe, said 
there is a possibility of extensions 
for domestic violence survivors 

and families with children younger 
than 18.  

But for homeless folks who 
won’t qualify for extensions, 
Addison County advocates are 
working behind the scenes to see 
how the area might accommodate 
them. 

And, even if the state money 
comes through, some of area hotels 
and motels won’t continue as de 
facto homeless shelters because 
their owners want to pivot back 
to tourism in light of plummeting 
COVID-19 cases and surging 
vaccination rates.
TENT CITY?

Representatives of the Addison 
County Housing Coalition 
recently met with the Middlebury 
selectboard to brainstorm possible 
lodging solutions for a potential 
mass exodus of homeless 
individuals from local hotels and 
motels. One idea: a temporary 
tent city, potentially erected with 
the help of the Vermont National 

Guard.
United Way of Addison County 

Executive Director Helena Von 
Voorst is leader of the county’s 
Housing Coalition, which includes 
representatives of several local 
social service organizations 
committed to fi nding permanent 
shelter for people who need it.

“We’re facing an unprecedented 
housing crisis and we need the 
town of Middlebury’s help,” Von 
Voorst told the town’s selectboard 
members at a May 25 gathering.

She said Addison County 
nonprofi ts and volunteers have 
dispensed food, counseling, 
clothing and other services to 
hundreds of homeless guests 
lodged in our area since last March.

“While the past 14 months have 
been exhausting and stressful for 
those working to keep people 
housed, people experiencing 
homelessness in Addison County 
have likely never been healthier,” 
Von Voorst said. “Many people 

have been sheltered 
for a fairly long period 
of time, they’ve 
received healthy meals 
and regular, consistent 
access to services.”

But without 
housing, it will be 
tough to keep the 
homeless healthy and 
on a track to maximize 
their independence, 
she noted.

“As the lodging 
industry prepares to 
return to business as 
usual, the number 
of places needed to 
shelter people will 
rapidly in crease, and 
an unprecedented 
number of people 
will fi nd themselves 
homeless in the town 
of Middlebury,” Von 
Voorst warned.

Compounding the 
problem, she noted, is the state’s 
eviction moratorium will end 
next month, which could result in 
people who are currently housed 
in rental properties also becoming 
homeless.

And affordable housing is almost 
impossible to fi nd in our area right 
now, advocates explained.

There are currently 487 
subsidized and affordable 
apartments in Addison County, 
including 198 for seniors and 
people with disabilities. The 
Addison County Community Trust 
(ACCT) is the county’s largest 
affordable housing provider, with a 
portfolio of 334 units.

But right now, there’s a 
186-household waitlist for ACCT 
housing, which turns over at an 
annual rate of 10-15%. So roughly 
35 units become available during a 
given year and are quickly gobbled 
up.

The Charter House Coalition’s 
Middlebury shelter is currently at 
capacity with 21 guests.

The John W. Graham Emergency 
Shelter in Vergennes is also fully 
occupied.

Von Voorst cited 
two signifi cant 
challenges right now: 
Finding housing in the 
short-term for those 
vacating motels and 
hotels at the end of 
June, and developing 
additional permanent 
affordable housing to 
meet long-term needs.
BUILDING RULES

Both of these 
challenges will 
require resources, 
land and a supportive 
community, Von 
Voorst explained.

Thankfully, state 
and federal authorities 
are making more 
money available for 
affordable housing, 
she said. Gov. Phil 
Scott has proposed 
spending $249 
million of the state’s 

federal COVID-19 relief dollars on 
more affordable housing.

So some say what’s really needed 
right now are sites on which to 
build the housing and friendly 
zoning rules to make it possible.

Jeanne Montross is executive 
director of Helping Overcome 
Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE), an 
organization that helps 
low-income people 
with food, clothing 
and bills. HOPE used 
to own and manage 
400 units of affordable 
housing, so she knows 
how tough it is to get 
such units sited and 
built.

“In my experience… 
it’s been about the 
zoning issues,” she 
told Middlebury 
offi cials. “There are 
very good reasons for 
zoning regulations. 
But we’re asking you 
to relax some of the 
zoning restrictions, 
because if we don’t 
do that, we’re going to 
continue to have a lot 
of homeless people on 
our streets.”

Elise Shanbacker, 
ACCT executive 
director, said it can 
take a long time to site, 
fi nance and build an 
affordable housing project — and 
time is of the essence right now.

“The motel crisis is happening 
now, in 2021, and a lot of the 
solutions — even with this huge 
infl ux of money — are realistic for 
us, but they are going to be longer-
term, coming online between 2022 
and 2024,” she said.

But Shanbacker is encouraged 
by recent trends made possible by 
COVID relief funds. It’s a revenue 
stream that last year allowed 
ACCT to take on four units within 
Middlebury’s Weybridge Street 
Apartments that will be reserved 
for low-income individuals with 
disabilities. Also, ACCT was able 

to add three new affordable units to 
the Kountry Trailer Park in Bristol.

Heidi Lacey, executive director 
of the Charter House Coalition, 
urged Middlebury to capitalize 
on available affordable housing 
dollars.

“We recognize the affordable 
housing piece is a long-term 
challenge; we know this,” she said. 
“But the reality is, we’ve probably 
never seen money of this kind 
fl oating into Vermont. It would be 
a shame not to address an issue 
that has been ongoing for so long, 
while we have the opportunity.”
BEYOND MIDDLEBURY

Middlebury offi cials said 
they’re willing to help, though the 
problem, they noted, stretches well 
beyond Addison County.

“I don’t know if this is solvable 
with the amount of money available 
anywhere in the world right now,” 
Selectman Dan Brown said.

Middlebury selectboard 
Chairman Brian Carpenter said he 
believes a tent city is probably the 
coalition’s best short-term solution 
for those exiting the motels and 
hotels. 

He asked county 
coalition members to email 
specifi c affordable housing 
recommendations for the 

selectboard to 
consider.

“Housing is a 
huge issue for us,” 
Carpenter said. “But 
we have not had the 
tools in our kit bag. 
If what you’re asking 
for is money, it’s 
probably not there… 
If it’s the zoning 
and creating spaces 
where we could 
put in affordable 
housing, I think 
that’s an actionable 
item.”

Meanwhile, it 
remains to be seen 
which local motels 
and hotels elect to 
remain temporary 
homeless shelters. 
Those fi tting the bill 
right now include 
Middlebury Sweets 
Motel, the Marriott 
and the Middlebury 
Inn.

Blanca Jenne is co-
owner of Middlebury 
Sweets Motel on 

Route 7 South. She said housing 
the homeless has provided a key 
revenue stream for the motel during 
the pandemic, while also providing 
a key service to those in need.

Plans call for Middlebury Sweets 
to continue to allocate four or fi ve 
of its nine rooms to the state’s 
shelter program.

Jenne acknowledged the past 
year has had its bumps; guests who 
broke the motel’s rules were not 
allowed to stay. But overall, it’s 
been a decent arrangement.

“We’ve always said we’re 
helping with the (homeless) 
situation, and they’re also helping 
us.”

Homeless
(Continued from Page 1A)

“I don’t know if 
this is solvable 
with the amount 
of money 
available 
anywhere in 
the world right 
now.”

— Middlebury 
Selectman

Dan Brown

“We’ve probably 
never seen 
money of this 
kind fl oating 
into Vermont. 
It would be a 
shame not to 
address an 
issue that has 
been ongoing for 
so long, while 
we have the 
opportunity.”

— Heidi Lacey

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
annual statewide Summer Free 
Fishing Day is Saturday, June 
12, this year, which will also be 
opening day of the regular bass 
fi shing season.

“Vermont’s Free Fishing Day 
gives anglers the opportunity to go 
fi shing without a license for the day 
in Vermont lakes and streams,” said 
Fish and Wildlife Commissioner 
Louis Porter. “Fishing is an activity 
that can be shared with family or 
easily taught to newcomers while 
enjoying quality time together.” 

Vermont’s regular bass season 
also opens on June 12, marking 

the start of some of the hottest bass 
fi shing action in the Northeast. The 
bass season opens each year on 
the second Saturday in June and 
extends through the last day of 
November. 

To learn more about fi shing in 
Vermont visit the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife website which has a 
FISHING BASICS section for new 
anglers.  

The “2021 Fishing Guide 
& Regulations” booklet is 
available free from license 
agents, and an online version 
is on the department’s website, 
vtfi shandwildlife.com.

Free Fishing Day is June 12
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